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NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &
ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2021

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
ulations 2015 {Sl 241$234
The Accounts and Audit
NOTIGE
1. Dateof

announcer.n, 3p {..lrg.- Zo2 I

1ry

2. Each year the smaller authority's Annual Governance and Accountability
Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by
Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been

NOTES

(a) lnsert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 'l day before
the date in (c) below

published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor,

it ie subject to change as a result of that review'
Any person interested haa the right to inspect and make oopies of the
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipb and other documenb relating
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2021 , these documents will be available
on reasonable notice by application to:
(b)

Andra*: Sl.ra-cga 7 Cle<k

commencing on (c)

and ending on (d)
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position

and

email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts
(c) lnsert date, which must be at least

1

day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) below
I

(d) The inspection period betv*een (c)

and (d) must be 30 working

3. Loeal government electors and their representatives also have:

.

(b) lnsert name,

addr$sltelephone number/

The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting

days

inclusive and must include the fnst 10
working days of July.

records; and

.

The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an itern of account is unlavsful. Written notice

of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.
4. The smaller authoriff's AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor

under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO's Code of Audit Practice
2015. The appointed auditor is:
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Gircus

Canary Wharf
London El4 4HD
GDs@pkH.c9!0)
5. This announcementis rnade uv fet A'SHaFf6- ClgeKf
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(e) lnsert name and position of person
placing the notice - this person must be
the responsible financial officer for the
$maller authority

Section't-AnnualGovernaficeStatemefiZ0a$|Zf
\&e acknowledge as the nrembers of:

Co>N]oR- P&A\Stl Courrlctuof intemat contrsl, including arranEernents for
oilr re$ponsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system
ar"rd belief' with
the preparation of tneeccouiting Staternents' we *inr*;ill:-:?tijll:Ino*'*dge
31 March 2A21'lhat:
respect to the Aceounting Staterients for the year ended

f.

prepared its aecaunting statefients in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulati*ns-

ir*"

put in Btace anangemenls for e{fecdve financial
rnanagement during {he yeat, and for the preparatrian of
*ha arnrrniino qt2tementE-

W*

made proper ar{ange{r,onts and accepled respansibility
for safeguarditlg the public maney and rescarces in
its charge.

2. We rnaifilained an adequale system of internal csntrol
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness'

has onty dane what it has the legal power to da and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

3. We took all reasonabie steps to assure ourselves
thal itrere are no matters of actual ar Botential
ncn-cornptiance wlth laws, reguladons and Proper
Practices that cculd have a significant fina*cial effect
on lhe ability of this autho*ty ts csnduct its
business or manage its finances'

4. We provided proper oppsrtuniiy during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirerne*ts of fre Accounts and Audit Reguiatione .
We
canied out an assessrnent of the risks facing this
5.
auihority and tsok appropriah step$ to rnanage those
risks" including the intrcduction of intemal co*trols andlor
extemal ins*rance cr:ver where required.

durlng the year gave all pe{safis ifitetested the oppottunity to
inspect and ask questians abaut tltis authority's accounts.

6. t#e rnainiained firoughout the yea{ an adequate and
efiective sysiera of internal audit of the accou*ting
records and contrsl systerns.

ananged for a carnpetent person, independent of the financial
controlE and procedures, to give an abiective view an whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority-

7. We tock appropriate action cn all rnatlers raised
in reports from intemal and extemal audit"

extemal audit.

considered and documented the {tnancial and athe, li$ks
faces a*d deaft with them PraPeilY.

it

responded ta matlers braught to its attentian by intemal and
disclased everJthing it shauld have about its business activity
duing the year including events taking place aft*r tlze year
end if relevant.

8. We considered whelher any litigation, liabilities or
cc{,4rniLnenls" events or trailsaction$, occun'ing either
during or after the year-end, have a inancial irnpact on
thls authority a*d, rxhere appropriate, hav* included thefi3
in the accounling staternents.

has met alt af its respansibilities where, as a bady
carporate, if js a soie rnanaging trustee of a lacal
trust or trusts.

9. {For locai couneils only) Trust funds includlng
charitable. ln cur capacity as the sole managing
iruste€ we diseharged our accountability
responsibililies fcr iile fund{syassets, including
financial reporting and, if required, indepe*dent
examinaficn or audit.

"Please provide explanations ic the extemal auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No'response and describe how the
authority yrrill address the weaknesses identiflied. These sheeis must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.
This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

rneeting of the auihority on:

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

z+lab lLt
and recorded as minute reference:

-7q

{Ll

Chainnan
Clerk

A
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 202012'l tar

CopnsoR Pnets$
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try.e7&*
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3. {+} Total other receiPts

I +539

uNc\\-

Tola{ balances and reserues at tlze beginning af the year
as recorded in the ftnanciat records. Value must agree ta
Box 7 af previous Year
Tota! antaunt af precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year- Exclude any grants
received.
Total ineame or receipts as recarded in the cashbaak less
the precept ar ratesllevies received $ine 2). lnclude any
grants received.
Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all emplayees. lnclude grasa salartes and wages,
employers Nl contibutians, ernplayers pensron
cantribution s, g ratuities and severan ce payments.

4. {-} Staif cosis

2-j

CCI

lo6

Total expenditure ar payments af capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any)-

6. i-)All other payments

,.F5

37O

ttl-o 76O
8. Total value of cash and
$hort term investrnents
9. Total fixed assets plus
long terrn invesimenls
and assets
10. Total borrowings

I

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash'
book less sfaffcos{s {line 4) and laan interest/caprtal

twqss

+0760 r{ffiqe&

Total balances and resorves atthe end ofthe year. lvlust
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

The sum af all current and depasit bank accounfs, cas$
haldings and shart t€rm investfients held as at 31 March
To agree

with bank recanciliatian.

-

I 37 805

r37 576

The value af all the proryfty the autharity olvns - it is made
up of atl its fxed assefs and lang term investmenfs as a{
31 March.

0

s

Tha outstanding capital balance as at 31 March af all loans
fram third pafties {including PWLB).

11. iFor Local Councils Only) Disclosure note
re Trust funds {including chadtable}

The Couneit, as a body cryarate, acfs as sole fnrsfee far
and is responsible fsr managing Trust funds or assefs.

N.B. The figures in the accounting statements above do
nat include any Trust transactions.

I ceiltry that for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Atcounting
Statements in this Annual Gavernance and Accountabitrity
Refum have been prepared on either a receipts and payrnents
or i*corne and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Govemance and Accountabili$ for Srnaller Authorities * a
Practitirners'Guide to Proper Fractices and present fairly
the financial positicn of this autharity.
Signed by Responeible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

4 $huuPx-

I confirm that these Accounting 8{atements were
approved by ihis authority on this date:

z,flaa

I

zl

as recorded in rninute reference:

eol2l
Signed by Chairman ef the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

u4loalzl
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LocALAUTHoRITYAGCoUNTS:ASUMMARYoFYoURRIGHTS
please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councits,internaldrainageboardsand,other,smallerauthorities.
The basic Position
work of auditors appointed to smaller
The Local Audit and Accountabilitv Act 2014 (the Act) governs the

authorities'ThiSSum@iiionsc6n-tainedinSections26and27oftheAct"TheAct
responsibilities and rights of smaller
and the nccounts ano nudifRlqulations'2o.1 5 also cover the duties,

authorities,otnerorgafficoncerningtheaccountsbeingaudited.
respect of the accounting
As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in
records and related
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting
relate you can also
accounts
the
which
documents. lf you are a tolrigou"rnment elector for the area to
for exercising
pay
directly
to
have
not
You
do
ask questions about the accJunts and object to them.
costs'
part
its
running
of
form
authority
smaller
by
the
you1- iights. However, any resulting costs incurred
council
their
your
through
rights
you
exercising
of
cost
pay
the
for
in"r"tire, indirecly, tocat resioerits
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
ebttors. you can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the a.udit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to'an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) - (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information;. You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is infoimation which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and tnere is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
'peiioA for the exercise of public rights', during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities' accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July
2021 for 2O2Ot21accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should finst ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. lf you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not atways obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. lf you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible, The

are available to inspect will also give the
advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records
you
may ask the auditor questions' which here
period for the exercise oi prOfi" iignts O.uring which
ask
someone to represent you when asking
means formally ast<inj questions ,'noer the Act. You ian
the external auditor questions.
records fully, so you know
Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting
questions,
under the Act, after the
*nritnlv contain. please remember that you cannot formally ask
other questions
authority
your
smaller
end of thl period for the exercise of publicrights. You may ask
Act.
the
questions
under
not
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are

you can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor ca-n only answer 'wnai questions, not 'why' questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions aboui policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
To
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions.
questions
writing.
put
your
in
you
always
that
avoid misunderslanding, we recommend

The right to make objections at audit
you have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to bbject to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlavtrful or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

.
.
.
r

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area;
why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;
details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and
details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountabilitv Act 2014.

A final word

You may not use this 'right to object' to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens' Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. ln deciding whether to take your objection fonvard, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. lf you appeal to the courts against
an auditor's decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication Localauthoritv accounts: A quide to
vour riqhts are available from the NAo vvebsite.

If you wish to contact your authority's appointed
external auditor please wrlte to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Nofice of Public Rights and
Publication af Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accou ntability Retu rn.

